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him out here; and they must send us home, for they
have obviously broken every sort of contract ex-
pressed or implied, when members of the Governing
Body which employs E. publicly foment a strike
against him.
Well, I shall not have one single regret at leaving
India. E. will not have many, I think, apart from
the fact that his resignation may look like running
away. Well, let it! This country is bad for the
health, the character, for everything; and, anyway,
I am determined that no child of mine shall be
born in it.
However, in order to see at close quarters five
hundred Europeans in India gathered together in
one place, it is clearly necessary to be a European
in India. Perhaps that is worth while.
When, therefore, we'd put on our "gew-gaws,"
we set off in a tonga and arrived at the Collector's
house almost at the appointed hour.
R------ was in strangely good form: I couldn't
help liking him: he never reminded us by word or
implication of the meeting from which he and E.
had just come.
Then to the dance. It was a fancy-dress ball and
most people conscientiously had put on something
other than their ordinary evening clothes. As is
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